
PS 163 General PTA Meeting Minutes 

Meeting Date: January 14, 2021 

Time: 6:00 pm – 6:57 pm  

Location: Zoom 

Prepared By: Alissa Schaible, Recording Secretary, PS 163 PTA 

● 6:03 pm – Call to Order  

○ Brief calendar of upcoming PTA events 

● 6:05 pm - Treasurer Update 

○ Annual Appeal now at $30k (typically $40k in a normal year, this year budgeted 
for $20k). 

○ Funds are there for additional online enrichment - money has already been used 
for Raz Kids, etc. 

○ Bank balance currently $103k in unrestricted funds. 

○ Trivia night brought in $400. 

● 6:07 pm - Movie night showing “Onward” scheduled for 1/15 

● 6:08 pm - Middle School panel featuring parents and former 163 students 

○ Booker T (Martha O’Day and Marilyn) 

■ As a parent, Martha mentioned the strong principal at BT, and dedicated 
teachers (who have taught voluntary after school virtual activities). 
Current events are also incorporated into class work and discussions. As 
a negative, BT is a large school, so meeting people can be a bit harder. 

■ As a student, Marilyn spoke of the 4 languages offered, and the large 
student/teacher population (~1000 total). There are lots of activities and 
sports, and a musical in the spring. Classes have 25-30 students, and 
about 2 hours of homework nightly. A successful student at BT is willing 
to work, try new things, and meet new people. 

○ Computer School (Josh Ehrlich and Nicole) 

■ As a parent, Josh talked about the small school aspect of CS, and that 
even with the focus on student independence parents still get to know 
people in the community. There is a great principal, assistant principal, 
and parent coordinator. Parents often rely on their students for 
information, since there is an emphasis on student independence.  

■ As a student, Nicole said that there is the “right” amount of homework. 
There are good after school and sport options. CS is one floor in a shared 
building with two other schools; there are around 120 students. There is 
also an emphasis on group work. 



○ West End Secondary School (Nicki Reidy and Olivia) 

■ As a parent, Nicki mentioned that WESS is a 6-12 smaller school, with an 
emphasis on the “whole child”. The community is diverse and there is a 
lot of communication. Current events are tied into discussions and class 
work. One negative is the school’s lack of dedicated outdoor space, 
though there is a nice gym. 

■ As a student, Olivia mentioned “crew”, which is a small group of students 
that meet throughout their time at WESS. Crew also goes on a camping 
trip with Outward Bound as a team-building activity. Homework is about 1 
hour nightly, and there are about 24 kids in a class. Students also can 
have “re-engagements” to raise a grade on a project. Manhattan Youth 
works with WESS to provide after school programming. 

○ Columbia Secondary School (Marina Velez and Tess) 

■ As a parent, Martina mentioned the caring, friendly, and diverse 
community at CSS. The school is 6-12, and has great communication. 
The principal and parent coordinator are great, and there is also a class 
parent. An app is used to track assignments, along with Google 
Classroom. There is a relationship between CSS and Columbia University 
where older students can apply to take CU classes. There is also a 
dedicated college office. The school has a community garden at 119 and 
Amsterdam that is maintained by students, along with chickens. There is 
a student musical and also dance performances. More space would be 
nice (it’s a shared building and students share lockers). There is a pool 
and a schoolyard, and also Morningside Park is close by. 

■ As a student, Tess said there are lots of extracurriculars. Homework 
varies throughout the year (depending on Regents, state tests, etc.), but 
usually around 2+ hours per night. There is Homework Room for sixth 
graders at the end of the day. A good student is one who is motivated to 
learn, organized, resourceful, and respectful. 

○ Mott Hall II (Agnes Zakrzewska and Julian) 

■ Agnes said the school has a great principal and responsive staff. There 
are lots of surveys and data used to drive action and changes in the 
school. MH2 has great communication with parents, finding what works 
and what doesn’t. The school is on the upper floors in a shared space. 

■ Julian said the school has around 500 students, and classes of 20-25 
kids. There are lots of activities, and a relationship with the Harvard 
Institute where MH2 students get to have discussions with HU students. 
Homework is around 1-1.5 hours per night. As a possible change, Julian 
mentioned having basketball teams separated by grade. 

○ Moderating the panel, Jeanine mentioned that the Office of Student Enrollment 
will hold events next week. 



○ Open MS discussion: 

■ Josh said there is a good high school counselor at CS. 

● Martha and Agnes echoed that for BT and MH2 

■ Nicki said to think about what does your child need in a school when 
making choices. 

■ “Open lunch”  

● WESS, MH2, and CS have it for upper grades, sometimes on 
certain days of the week. 

○ At CS it can be used as a “carrot”, and also taken away. 

● BT and CSS do not. 

■ Martha said to find what school feels right and is aligned with your child. 

■ CSS has philosophy classes talking about ethics and related topics, with 
lots of class discussion. 

● 6:49 pm - Principal Report 

○ Initiatives from the Student Council and Ms. Dillon: 

■ Art club with Miss Sanders 

■ “Lunch Bunch” on Mondays with Miss Donna (virtual meetings with A/B/D 
pods to socialize) 

■ Student newspaper with Anthony to start later this month 

○ Covid testing - weekly tests scheduled for tomorrow. 

■ Letters for possible cases are sent automatically even if it occurs in the 
fully remote pod. 

○ Hot lunch being provided in school, students now have a choice of hot or cold. 

○ Ms. Candal had her baby, substitute started in December. 

■ Ms. Buckos is also working with Ms. Cool in 4th grade ICT class. 

○ D3 website for all middle schools - doed3.org 

○ State testing - currently waiting for updates, but have materials. 

○ G+T testing scheduled for April, waiting for further information regarding dates 
and such. 

● 6:57 pm - Meeting adjourned. 


